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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SALES REP/DISTRIBUTOR EARNS COVETED CERTIFICATION
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Alan R. Westfall, Westfall Company, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri, has been awarded the designation of Certified Professional Manufacturers’ Representative (CPMR), as a result of successfully completing a three-year executive education program.  Westfall is one of over 1,500 professional sales people across the United States to have earned CPMR certification. 
The designation denotes a level of education and commitment beyond the ordinary, according to Dr. Marilyn Friesen, who heads the Manufacturers’ Representatives Educational Research Foundation (MRERF) in Geneva, IL.  MRERF operates the CPMR program through its educational subsidiary, the Institute for Professional Advancement.

The CPMR program was created especially for manufacturers’ representatives after nearly a decade of research and development, with cooperation of a variety of representative’s trade groups.  Westfall is a member of Manufacturers’ Agent National Association (MANA).  To become a CPMR, Westfall attended three levels of on-campus classes at Indiana University totaling 24 clock hours at each level, and passed a rigorous final examination at each level.

“The CPMR training program creates a uniform understanding of issues important to the development and success of a representative firm,” said Dr. Friesen.  “By completing the training, each candidate is making a long-term individual commitment that increases his or her own professionalism as well as the standards of selling professionalism throughout business and industry.

The Institute For Professional Advancement, which operates the CPMR program, is the educational subsidiary of the Manufacturers’ Representatives Educational Research Foundation.  Founded in 1984, the not-for-profit MRERF is dedicated to improving awareness of and professionalism within the multiple-line outsourced sales function while promoting education and research in academic circles.
